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CONFIDENTIAL DAR ES SALAAM 3389 

EXDIS 

CORRECTEDCOPY (MRN 3389 VICE 3889) 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-1 
TAGS: PDEV, RH, US, UK, TZ 

SUBJECT: NYERERE PRESS CONFERENCE ON RHODESIA 

1 . PRESIDENT NYERERE HELD PRESS CONFERENCE AUGUST 20 IN 
WHICH HE SPOKE AT LENGTH ABOUT RECENT US-UK DISCUSSIONS WITH 
HIM ON RHODESIA. TEXT DAR ES SALAAM SUNDAY NEWS STORY 
FOLLOWS SEPTEL. 

2. BRITISH HIGH COMMISSIONER WHO HAS HEARD PARTS OF TAPE OF 
CONFERENCE BELIEVES IT GENERALLY ACCURATE DESCRIPTION DISCUSSIONS 
AND HOPE IS THAT FOREIGN PRESS GOT STORY RIGHT. HOWEVER, 

SUNDAY NEWS AND SWAHILI PRESS STORIES AUGUST 21 EMPHASIZE THAT 
PATRIOTIC FRONT FORCES ACCEPTED AS ARMY INDEPENDENT ZIMBABWE 
AND THAT SMITH ARMY MUST BE REMOVED WITHOUT MENTIONING ELECTIONS, 
UN FORCE, AND OTHER INTERIM ARRANGEMENTS. 
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3. NYERERE SENT HIS PRESS SECRETARY, SAMMY NDEE, TO SEE BRITISH 
HIGH COMMISSIONER AND ME AT OUR HOUSES MORNING AUGUST 21 TO 
INDICATE REGRET THAT LOCAL COVERAGE DID NOT MENTION ELECTIONS 
AND OTHER ASPECTS PROPOSAL. MDEE SAID HE HAD BEEN DIRECTED 
WRITE EDITORIAL FOR MONDAY NEWS WHICH WOULD SET RECORD STRAIGHT. 
MDEE ALSO SAID FRONT LINE PRESIDENTS MEETING HAD BEEN ARRANGED 
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FOR FRIDAY, AUGUST 26, WITH OWEN AND YOUNG BEING INVITED 
PRESENT PROPOSAL SATURDAY, AUGUST 27. HE IMPLIED WE COULD 
ANNOUNCE THIS NOW IF WE WANTED. 

4. COMMENT: SUSPECT NYERERE'S AIM IN GOING PUBLIC IS TO 
JUSTIFY FRONT LINE PRESIDENTS MEETING TO NATIONALISTS AND 
FELLOW AFRICANS BY MAKING CLEAR US-UK PROPOSAL IS IN FACT 
COMPATIBLE WITH THEIR OBJECTIVES. NYERERE MAY ALSO WANT SCARE 
MUZOREWA AND SITHOLE OFF ANY THOUGHTS OF QUICK INDEPENDENT DEAL 
WITH SMITH. ADDITIONALLY, MDEE INDICATED NYERERE WELL AWARE 
US HAVING HARD TIME BRINGING BRITISH ALONG, AND NYERERE MAY BE 
TRYING WITH PRESS CONFERENCE TO HELP COMMIT BRITISH FINALLY 
AND COMPLETELY ON FORCES ISSUE. 

SPAIN 
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